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Profile
Patrick A. Taran is a globally recognized specialist on international migration focused on migration
governance  and  protection  of  migrants,  with  47  years  of  full-time  professional  operational
experience in migration, immigration, refugee resettlement and discrimination/integration as well as
development, human rights, social work, and health, at local, national and global levels.  He played
leading roles in: developing technical cooperation and advisory services on migration governance
in Africa and Eurasia; promoting entry into force of the International Convention on Protection of
Rights  of  Migrants;  producing  practical  guidance  materials,  research  studies  and  academic
literature;  obtaining  national  implementation  of  international  legal  standards;  and  facilitating
cooperation among governments, international organizations and civil society. He has authored or
co-authored/co-edited  17  books  and  book-length  reports;  guest-edited  an  academic-scientific
journal issue and written more than 200 articles, reports, research papers and speeches.  

Patrick  Taran  is  President  of  Global  Migration  Policy  Associates  since  2011;  he  was  Senior
Migration Specialist at the ILO 2000-2011, Secretary for Migration at the World Council of Churches
(Geneva)  1990-98  and research  coordinator  and  interim Washington  representative  at  Church
World Service, National Council  of  Churches USA 1980-1990. He co-founded and directed the
South American Refugee (resettlement) Program in Seattle-1976-1980. He was co-founder of the
Committee for US Action on Asylum Concerns in 1985; Migrants Rights International-MRI in 1994;
the Global Ecumenical Network on Refugees and Migration in 1995; and the Steering Committee
for the Global Campaign on the migrants rights conventions in 1998.  He has been a unionist since
the 1980s and was an elected member of the Executive Committee of the 2000-member ILO Staff
Union  2009-2011.  He  is  also  a  migrant  family  entrepreneur  with  responsibility  for  assets  and
operations on two continents.

Professional Experience
Current (since October 2011) President, Global Migration Policy Associates 

Lead organizer and acting chief executive for a global research, policy elaboration, advisory
and training services body on international migration comprising leading experts from all
world regions.  Responsible for: research and analysis; assessments of national/regional
situations; elaboration of policy recommendations; advisory services on migration policy,
legislation,  and  administration;  publications;  design  and  implementation  of:  technical
cooperation/capacity building projects, training courses, and conferences and workshops.

Program/project activity in 2021-24:
Co-prepared AU Guidelines on BLAs and 100-page guidance manual for the African Union; co-
prepared  national  migration  profiles  on  Kazakhstan,  Kyrghiz  Republic,  Moldova,  Russian
Federation,  Tajikistan,  Turkey,  Ukraine,  and  Uzbekistan,  also  Albania,  Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Kosovo,  Montenegro,  North  Macedonia,  and  Serbia.  Finalizing  UNESCO-ECCAR-GMPA
Handbook on Cities Welcoming Migrants and Refugees.

2024 and 2021-2022 Editor Invitado, Equipo Editorial, Revista Tecnológica ESPOL RTE. Ecuador
Guest Editor in 2024 for Special Issue on Social Justice in the Contemporary World (forthcoming)
and Guest  Editor  and article  author  for  the  Special  Issue on International  Migration of  the
academic-scientific RTE-ESPOL ‘Technological Journal’ of the Polytechnic University of Ecuador. 

2000-2011 Senior Migration Specialist, International Labour Office, Geneva
Responsible for: development, resource procurement, oversight and management of ILO
technical cooperation and advisory projects in Africa, Europe and in CIS/Eurasia countries;
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activities  and research on:  anti-discrimination,  facilitating integration of  migrant  workers;
labour  inspection;  promoting  rights  and  dignity  of  migrants.  Editing  and  preparation  of
books, publications, research reports; conducting research projects on migration standards,
statistics and data, good practices, and governance; liaison and cooperation on migration
with OHCHR, UNHCR, IOM, OSCE, UN Committee on Migrant Workers, IPU, as well as
Council of Europe, EU, AU, and other regional bodies; cooperation with employer and trade
union organizations; consultation with civil society and migrants groups worldwide.

1998-2000  Program Officer, International Migration Policy Program; Geneva
Designed content of program; prepared curricula and materials for courses for government
officials  on  migration  policy  and  practice  under  auspices  of  the  joint  IOM-ILO-UNFPA-
UNITAR  International  Migration  Policy  Program;  course  instructor  and  co-organizer  of
regional conferences in Asia; Central Asia/Caucasus; East Europe; East, Southern, West
Africa. (Part-time)

1998-2001  Director, Migrants Rights International; Geneva, Switzerland
Responsible  for  development  and  management  of  an  independent  global  human rights
monitoring  body.   Duties  included:  coordination  and  support  for  members/affiliates
worldwide;  analysis  and  information  sharing;  advocacy  and  relations  with  international
organizations; convening inter-agency Steering Committee for campaign on ICRMW; fund-
raising; supervision of staff and volunteers. (Part-time)

1990-1998  Secretary for Migration, World Council of Churches; Geneva, 
Responsibilities  included:  monitoring  and  analyzing  trends  and  issues  of  migration
worldwide;  developing  and  coordinating  a  global  operational  network  among  partner
organizations; promoting adoption of international legal standards by States; administering
funding and fund-raising for ecumenical migrant-refugee service programs in Europe, the
Caribbean  and  Latin  America  (CHF  1  million  annually);  coordinating  activities  and
conducting  advocacy  with  relevant  international  organizations  (ILO,  IOM,  OHCHR,
UNHCR); preparing articles, statements, briefing papers; editing a newsletter on migration.

1980-1990  Research Coordinator; Coordinator Asylum and Migration Concerns
Church World Service Immigration and Refugee Program; New York, USA
Responsible for research and analysis of national and international refugee and migration
issues; preparing, editing publications; development and administration of national funding
system for  local  organizations;  advocacy with US Government;  liaison with international
partner organizations; designed and coordinated national program, prepared publications to
assist in regularization of immigrants (1986 IRCA).
Also acting Washington Advocacy Officer in 1988-90, part-time, Washington DC.

1976-1980  Program Director, South American Refugee Program; Seattle, USA
Initiated, designed and directed an innovative local social service agency. Responsibilities
included development of agency policy and procedures; social case-work and counseling
with  refugees  and  sponsor  groups;  public  and  media  relations;  administration  and
management; supervision of staff and volunteers; fund-raising.

1974-1976. Independent handyman building contractor
Specialized  in  home  electric  system  renovation  and  replacement  of  electric  service
entrances, sheetrock/plasterboard installation, interior painting, plumbing repairs, etc.

Academic Teaching/Professional Training
-2010-2022:  teaching  courses  on  Governance of  Migration,  Migration  Futures,  and  on  Civil

Society at the Geneva School of Diplomacy and International Relations.
-Since 2011: guest lecturing at the Graduate Institute (Geneva) and IDHEAP -Swiss Graduate

School of Public Administration (Lausanne)

2



-2004-2013: co-designed international labour migration courses and seminars; taught modules
for  ILO International Training Centre: Turin and Central Asia and special courses under
joint ACP-ITC auspices in African, Caribbean and Pacific countries.

-1998-2003: designed courses, developed teaching materials and led modules of International
Migration Policy Program regional courses for government officials held in Addis Ababa,
Bangkok, Budapest, Capetown, Dakar, Issykul, Istanbul, Maseru, Nairobi, and Pretoria.

-Guest lectured at Sciences-Po Paris, University of Chicago, University of Geneva, others

Expertise and Skills

Communications: Clear  writing  on complex subjects for public, government, and specialized
audiences; Articulate public speaking; Concise editing of publications.

Counseling:  Trained and experienced in cross-cultural and crisis-intervention counseling with
individuals and families (refugees, migrants, immigrants).

Evaluation: Conducting formal program and project evaluations: International Training Center of
the  ILO  (Turin)  Evaluation  of  labour  migration  training  activities (2019);  Expertise  France-
coordinated MEETAfrica - Mobilisation Européenne pour I'EntrepreneuriaT en Afrique (2018); Mid-
Term Evaluation of the EU-Africa MMD Support Project (2017-18). 

Languages:

- English: mother tongue.

- Spanish: native fluency in speaking, reading, writing.

- French: fluent speaking and reading; good writing ability.

- Portuguese: fluent speaking, reading and comprehension.

Organizing: Skilled and experienced in organizing international conferences, seminars, public 
events, training courses; also organizations and networks.

National Migration Policy elaboration: contributed to design, process and content of national
policy development in Afghanistan and Nigeria.

Regional technical cooperation/capacity building experience in:

- Africa: East (EAC), North (Maghreb), Southern (SADC), and West (ECOWAS); Central and
South America; Central Asia; Europe- Central, East and West; North America.  

- Designed and prepared programme, budget, and promotional briefs for the AU-ILO-IOM-
ECA Joint Labour Migration Programme for Africa (JLMP). 

Training:  Design  and  delivery  of  training  modules,  courses  on  international  migration,
discrimination-integration,  labour  migration,  migration  governance,  etc.  for  government
officials, social partner and civil society practitioners in diverse national and regional contexts.

Affiliations
- Senior Fellow, Global Migration Center, Graduate Institute, Geneva, since 2011
- Visiting Professor, Geneva School of Diplomacy, since 2009
- Member, International Institute for Humanitarian Law (IIHL), San Remo, Italy, since 1999.

Formal Education
– State University of New York Bachelor of Arts Degree at Friends World College, Huntington,
NY (1982).Program included 4-year experiential study in Central and South America 1969-1973.
– Garfield High School, Seattle: Diploma (1967). Attended the main multi-racial central city high
school under the "Voluntary Transfer Program to Improve Racial Imbalance in Seattle Schools"
– Technical, professional, and continuing education courses in Social Work, Communications,
Creative Writing, since 1976. 

Interests and Hobbies
- Alpine skiing; Landscape Gardening; Restoring an 18th century townhouse and a 19th century
chateau in France and a 1930 homestead farmhouse in USA.

Native of Seattle, USA; DoB  18 June 1949; resident in the Geneva area since 1990

CV update at April 2024
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Books, P  ublications, Articles   and   Reports  , listed by title  :

 Handbook on Cities Welcoming Migrants and Refugees: Rights, Inclusion, Integration, 
Sustainability. UNESCO-ECCAR-GMPA. Paris, Forthcoming.  Lead author with Olga Kadysheva.

 Practical Manual on Admission and Post-Admission Migration Policies and Tools: Guidance for SADC 
Countries. ILO-IOM Southern Africa Migration Management. Forthcoming 2024. Co-author with 
Piyasiri Wickramasekara, Chandima Arambepola and Olga Kadysheva. 

 Geneva: 500 Years of Immigration and Refuge - A History in Brief & Today’s Challenges. Keynote 
context address/background paper prepared for Greycells Intergenerational Dialogue “Refugees and 
Migrants in Geneva”, 6 December 2022. Elaboration for publication pending.

 AU guidelines manual on bilateral labour agreements (BLAs), Co-authored with Marius Olivier and
Piyasiri Wickramaskara. African Union. Forthcoming.

 Guest editor, Special Issue: Global Migration Challenges and Solutions: An Interdisciplinary 
Review of the academic journal Revista Tecnológica - Espol, 34(1). (10 articles, 217 pages.) Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, March 2022. http://www.rte.espol.edu.ec/index.php/tecnologica/issue/view/40 

 COVID-19, Migrants, Refugees, Mobile Workers: Global Assessment and Action Agenda. Revista 
Tecnológica - Espol, 34(1), 28-57, Guayaquil, Ecuador, March 2022. Journal article co-authored with 
Olga Kadysheva.  http://www.rte.espol.edu.ec/index.php/tecnologica/article/view/889 

 Migration, Human Rights & Sustainable Economies: A Century 21 Agenda. Revista Tecnológica - 
Espol, 34(1), pp.193-217, March 2022. http://www.rte.espol.edu.ec/index.php/tecnologica/article/view/917

 Patrick Taran on International Migrants Day  . Dec 19, 2021 CGTN's Roee Ruttenberg speaks with Patrick 
Taran, president of Global Migration Policy. Videorecording youtube. Duration: 6:35. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoscDe2ImGo 

 “La Pandemia de Covid y Los Migrantes: una Agenda de Diez Puntos Para Mitigar el Desastre en 
Curso.” Patrick Taran & Nayeth Idalid Solorzano Alcivar.  Revista Compendium: Cuadernos de Economía
y Administración Vol. 8 Núm. 1 (pp. 1-24). Guayaquil, Ecuador, 2021. 
http://www.revistas.espol.edu.ec/index.php/compendium/article/view/933 

 “Guest Opinion: Junie Joseph and Patrick Taran: A day for workers across the globe”  Boulder Daily 
Camera, Boulder Colorado.  April 29, 2021. https://www.dailycamera.com/2021/04/29/guest-opinion-junie-
joseph-and-patrick-taran-a-day-for-workers-across-the-globe/     

 Background Report: IGAD Regional Guidelines on Rights-Based Bilateral Labour Agreements (BLAs). 
Lead co-author with Piyasiri Wickramasekara, assisted by Olga Kadysheva and Marubini Muswede. ILO-IGAD, 
2021. https://igad.int/download/igad-regional-guidelines-on-rights-based-bilateral-labour-agreements-blas/ 

 IGAD Regional Guidelines on Rights-Based Bilateral Labour Agreements (BLAs). Adopted by the 
IGAD Member States’ Ministers of Labour and Employment in 2021. Preparation by Piyasiri 
Wickramasekara and Patrick Taran is explicitly acknowledged. https://igad.int/download/igad-regional-
guidelines-on-rights-based-bilateral-labour-agreements-blas/       

 Migrants and Migration Under COVID-19: Demise of Solidarity, Failure of International Community.
Briefing Paper for ‘GREY TALK’  Tuesday 16 June 2020. Greycells, Geneva. Video recording at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QI8AIEmbhI 

 The International Community and Global Society: What Are Pandemics Changing? Expert Opinion, 
Patrick Taran.. The Valdai Club.  Online. 3 June 2020.  https://valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/the-
international-community-and-global-society/ 

 The Global Migration Context for ‘Experiencing the Museum: People with Migrant Backgrounds’ 
International Conference, Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, Moscow, 5-7 December 2019. 
http://www.globalmigrationpolicy.org/articles/integration/Migration%20&%20Museums%20Global
%20Migration%20Context%20TARAN%202019.pdf

 Language, Survival of Minority and Indigenous Peoples, and Measures for Recognition, 
Preservation, Teaching and Usage of Languages. Expert Statement, 12th United Nations Forum on 
Minority Issues, Palais des Nations, Geneva, 29 November 2019. 
http://www.globalmigrationpolicy.org/articles/integration/Taran-GMPA%20text%20UN%20Minority
%20Issues%20Forum%2029nov2019.pdf

 Independent external evaluation of the ITCILO training and learning activities in the area of labour 
migration from the beginning of 2017 till mid-2018: Final Evaluation Report.  ILO International 
Training Center, Turin. 2019.  100 pages.  https://www.itcilo.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Final
%20Evaluation%20Report%20ITCILO%20Migration%20Activities%202017-18%20GMPA%20CLEAR
%205Aug19_1.pdf

 Common Home: Migration and Development in Europe and beyond. Caritas Europa, Brussels. 2019. 152
pages. Co-author with Olga Kadysheva, Piyasiri Wickramasekara (GMPA); Luisa Fondello, Davide Gnes, 
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and Shannon Pfohman (Caritas Europa). http  s://www.caritas.eu/common-home-eu/   
 Migration, Development, Integration & Human Rights: Global Challenges in the 21st Century. A Global 

Migration Policy Brief/address for the Global Parliamentary Consultation on International Migration and 
the Global Compact On Migration, organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Parliament of the 
Kingdom of Morocco. Rabat, Morocco, 6-7 December 2018. https://www.ipu.org/event/parliament  ary-  
conference-migration-in-lead-up-adoption-global-compact-migration#event-sub-page-documents/ 

 Improving public perceptions of refugees and migrants: Media narratives and education. -In: 
J.Prescott (ed.), Changing the Narratives about Migration: Media and Social Transformations. Paris: 
UNESCO Publishing, 2018.  https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000264239 

 Engaging the Diaspora and Migrant Workers for Home Country Development: Diaspora Finance 
and Remittances” – Chapter 3 co-authored with Piyasiri Wickramasekara and Evalyn Tennant in: Labor 
Migration in Asia: Increasing the Development Impact of Migration through Finance and Technology. 
ADBI–OECD–ILO, 2018.  https://www.adb.org/publications/labor-migration-asia

 Migrant Women, Women Migrant Workers. Crucial challenges for advocacy, services and action.  
Briefing note for the NGO CSW FORUM Women and Global Migration: Root Causes and Innovative 
Solutions, Geneva, 23 February 2018. http://www.globalmigrationpolicy.org/articles/gender/Women
%20migrants%20Brief%20NGO-CSW%20Forum%20Women%20&%20Global%20Migration%2023Feb2018.pdf  

 The primacy of city/local governance on migration: challenges and ways forward. Paper for 
Regional & Local Migration Governance Workshop, University of Geneva, 22 June 2018. Co-authored 
with Olga Kadysheva.  http://www.globalmigrationpolicy.org/articles/governance/City-local%20migration
%20governance%20Taran&Kadysheva%20UNIGE%20SuS%202018.pdf 

 Regional mobility, freedom of movement and integration: integral to sustainable development and
governance worldwide; Contemporary political-economic challenges, contentions and responses.
Paper for Regional & Local Migration Governance Workshop, University of Geneva, 22 June 2018. 
http://www.globalmigrationpolicy.org/articles/governance/Regional%20Migration%20Governance
%20TARAN%20UNIGE%2018jun2018.pdf 

 Migration, development and governance: labour and skills mobility, international standards and 
comprehensive migration policy for Taiwan. Keynote address paper for the Taiwan International 
Workshop on Combating Human Trafficking, Taipei, 25-26 July 2018. 
http://www.globalmigrationpolicy.org/articles/governance/Migration-Immigration-governance%20&
%20THB%20Taiwan%20brief%20TARAN%20jul2018.pdf

 Final Report of the Africa Workshop for the development of a training and capacity building plan on
the role of labour institutions and migration authorities/agencies on labour migration governance, 
AU-ILO-IOM, Casablanca, Morocco, 26-28 September 2018. (Patrick Taran with contributions from Lotfi 
Slimane, Université de la Manouba, Tunis and Evelyne Nkeng Peh, GIZ/ AU) 
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/36512-doc-final_report-jlmp_capacity_building_wsp-casablanca.pdf 

 Evaluation finale du programme MEET Africa (Mobilisation de l’entrepreneuriat Europe-Africa). Patrick
Taran et Anna Ohannessian Charpin. Commissionné par Expertise France, Ministère des relations 
extérieurs.  2018.  Non-publié. 

 Mid-term Evaluation of the EU-Africa MMD –migration and mobility for development cooperation 
partnership implemented by ICMPD.  Co-authored with Anna Ohannassien Charpin, commissioned by 
ICMPD under auspices of the European Union. 2018. Unpublished.

 Promoting a Rights-based Approach to Migration, Health, and HIV and AIDS: A Framework for 
Action. ILO, Geneva, December 2017. 140 pages. Lead author with GMPA team. 
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---gender/documents/publication/wcms_605763.pdf

 Promoting better regional cooperation towards smart and humane migration across the 
Mediterranean: Rapporteurs Summary Statement. Conference for parliaments from the European 
Union and the Mediterranean region, organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the Parliament of Malta 
and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. Valletta, Malta,16-17 November 2017. 
http://archive.ipu.org/splz-e/valletta17/statement.pdf      

 The Sustainable Development Goals and Migrants/Migration Regarding the UN 2030 Sustainable   
Development Agenda: Relevant SDGs and Targets, Rationales for Inclusion, Implementation 
Actions, and Realization Measurement Indicators. GMPA, 2017. Lead author with GMPA team. 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/events/coordination/15/documents/
papers/20_GMPA.pdf 

 Reflections on: Unauthorized migrants; Migrants in Irregular Situations. Prepared for the Oxford 
Symposium on Irregular Migrants, St. Hugh’s College, Oxford, 18–22 September 2017. 
www.compas.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/AA17-Taran.pdf
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 Labour market enforcement and irregular migration. Strategic Approaches on Migrants with 
Irregular Status in Europe. Autumn Academy 2017. Final Report. St Hugh’s College, Oxford, 18– 
22 September 2017. p.29-32. https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/AA17-Final-Report.pdf 

 Cities welcoming refugees and migrants: enhancing effective urban governance in an age of 
migration.  UNESCO with European Coalition of Cities Against Racism (ECCAR) and GMPA.  Paris, 
2016.  90 pages.  Lead co-author with Gabriela Neves de Lima & Olga Kadysheva.  
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002465/246558e.pdf 

 Migrants and Refugees Have Rights: Impact of EU Policies on Accessing Protection. Caritas 
Europa Brussels. 2016. 74 pages. Lead author with Evalyn Tennant, Arnaud Bertin and Beier Lin. 
https://www.caritas.eu/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/160317_migration_report_migrants_have_rights.pdf

 Migration: Patrick Taran prône la culture de l’accueil. Article published online in English by UNESCO,
Paris, 9 May 2016. https://www.unesco.org/fr/articles/migration-patrick-taran-prone-la-culture-de-laccueil  

 Handbook for Parliamentarians: Migration, Human Rights and Governance. InterParliamentary 
Union (IPU) with ILO, OHCHR, Geneva, 2015. 196 pages. Lead co-author with Ryszard Cholewinski & 
Lee Swepston.  http://www.ipu.org/english/handbks.htm#migration

 Discrimination against Migrant Workers: Global Trends, Responses, Challenges and Ways Forward 
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